"IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

effect on him.

FOX [in a thundering voice, forgetting all about the
duchess] Ha! I am called: I must go.

He makes for the door but is stopped by Charles, who,
releasing Nell, shuts it quickly and posts himself with his
back to it.

CHARLES. Stop. You are going to brawl in church.
You will be thrown into prison; and I shall not be able
to save you.

FOX. The bell, the bell. It strikes upon my life. I am
called. Earthly kings cannot stay me. Let me pass.

CHARLES. Stand back, Mr Fox. My person is
sacred.

NEWTON. What is the matter?

CHARLES. The church bell: it drives him mad.
Someone send and stop it.

The bell stops.

FOX. God has stopped it. [He falls on his knees and
collapses, shivering like a man recoveringfrom a fit.

Charles and Newton help him to his feet and lead him
back to his chair.

FOX [to Charles'] Another stroke, and I should not
have answered for your life.

BARBARA. You must control yourself, preacher. In
any decent English village you would be put in the
stocks to teach you good manners.

FOX. Woman: I have been put in the stocks; and
I shall be put there again. But I will continue to testify
against the steeple house and the brazen clangor of
its belfries.

MRS BASH AM. Now Mr Fox. You must not say such
things here.
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